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CHAP. Dunbar Castle, Laird Patrick Whitlaw, had assured
v^^^^, him that Bothwell intended to take Edinburgh
1567. Castle from Balfour, and to give the command of
it to the Laird of Benston, a member of the Hep-
burn family.1 Without openly breaking with either
party the lukewarm Sir James Balfour now wished
only to wait till he saw which of them showed itself
the stronger. He obeyed the orders which the
Queen sent him so far as in compliance with them
to call upon the Lords to leave the city, but he was
disobedient to them in so far as he forbore to use
force in expelling them from the town.

When the Confederate Lords assembled in Edin-
burgh the French minister, Du Croc, at the Queen's
wish, offered them his mediation, and they repaired
in consequence to his residence. Here he put them
in mind that Bothwell had been acquitted by the
assize-court, that the Parliament itself had recently
confirmed this acquittal, and that subsequently very
many Earls, Bishops, and other leading men of the
realm had subscribed the declaration which recom-
mended Bothwell as a husband for the Queen, and
which he had laid before her at Dunbar Castle.
The Lords demanded three days to give a decided
answer, but yet, in the interval, they did not omit to
print and circulate proclamations against Bothwell,
and promised five pounds a month to all who should
join them and serve against the Earl. In Edin-
burgh, nevertheless, adherents did not flock to them
to the number they expected, some of the associates
of the Lords of the same rank remaining neutral,
and, as they were exposed to the great guns of the
castle, they were on the eve of giving up the whole

1 Memoirs of Sir James Melvil, p. 81.